KYRGYZSTAN
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WOMEN'S RIGHTS
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WOMEN2030 PROJECT IN KYRGYZSTAN
Rural Women's Association
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DEMOGRAPHIC
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improving pre-school child care

resources and violate their

and getting official marriage

inheritance rights.

and divorce papers as their
highest priorities.

Access the full report
women2030.org/kyrgyzstan-gender-assessment/

71%

of the 631 questionnaire
respondents were women

21.7%

of the population support
the legalisation of polygamy

LIVING CONDITIONS

41%

of the respondents
in urban areas live
in a bad or very bad
economic situation

59%

of the respondents in
rural areas have poor
or very poor access to
sanitation services

DECISION-MAKING

While female questionnaire respondents think they have a decision-making
power, especially in their neighbourhoods and on the local level, all FGD
participants agreed that the decision-making power belongs to men and the
influence of women is very limited. Women´s decision-making power in rural
regions is particularly limited and it is closely related to their age, employment
status and religious/customary practices. Additionally, women typically hold
decision-making positions in the education and health care sectors, but
remain underrepresented in the political and economic sphere.
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WOMEN BEFORE THE LAW
Women and men are materially equal in
law but in reality the application of the
laws is far from achieving this
equality. Customary laws, such as early
marriage, unregistered civil marriage,
limited or no access to education and
inheritance practices governing the
access to economic resources continue

́

to dictate women s lives. Discriminatory
customary laws govern the right of
women in case of divorce.
Women are likely to stay in unwanted
marriages, so as not to lose their rights
in the household or child custody as
these rights are typically vested in the
husband. Additionally, men often
register property, cars or equipment on
their parent’s or unmarried siblings’
name, so as to circumvent any rights
their wife may have in this property
upon divorce.

41%
3%

of women who are
married have not
registered their union
of men who are
married have not
registered their union

INADEQUATE HYGIENE

Limited access to sanitation and
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safe water supplies affects the

or even doors, and bad hygiene

lives of Kyrgyz women and girls
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and treating water, as well as

periods. Women working in

serious health risks resulting from

agriculture are also greatly

poor hygiene conditions during

affected because there are no

their periods or pregnancies.

private spaces to change.
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